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The Attitudes of Philadelphia University Students
toward Participation in Parliamentary Elections:
A Field Study
Muwafaq M. Abu Hamoud®

Abstract:

The study aimed to explore the attitudes of Philadelphia University
students toward participation in parliamentary elections and their
contributions to them, in addition to identifying the main reasons
preventing their participation. To achieve this goal, a questionnaire was
distributed to a random sample of 410 male and female students from
various academic disciplines at the university. The significance of the study
lies in its timing, as it precedes the 2024 Jordanian parliamentary elections,
with the intention of raising awareness among the study’s sample about
the importance of participating in the elections. Using the social survey
method, the results showed that most respondents recognize that tribal
and clan affiliations negatively affect parliamentary elections. The study
revealed statistically significant differences among the participants in their
attitudes toward electoral participation. The findings also indicate that the
university students’ participation in parliamentary elections remains weak,
despite their awareness of the importance of electoral participation. The
study recommended the necessity of serious efforts to instill the concept
of citizenship in its legal and political dimensions, encompassing rights
and duties without discrimination based on tribal, regional, or ethnic
considerations. It emphasized the need for the state and its institutions
to adhere to this standard in their relationship with citizens, as it would
enhance genuine political participation among Jordanian citizens.
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